
IF  STONE
COULD SPEAK 

MAP 

CITY STONE

On the main route
(More info on reverse side)

Building is open to the public

Main route

Bonus stones!
(More info online only) 

Access our FREE digital interactive 
City Stone Map by scanning the QR code

Accessible public toilets

Explore a little more!
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The Bank of England
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1 Lombard St.
Mansion House
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St Paul’s Cathedral

St Mary-le-Bow

Bank Junction

The Guildhall
Guildhall Art Gallery
Guidhall Plaza
St Lawrence Jewry

Garden around the remains 
of a war bombed church

London’s most iconic 
Cathedral

New granite seating in the 
shadow of St Paul’s

300 year old Wren church 
famous for it’s bells Below street-level roman 

architectural ruins

Garden semi-enclosed by 
remains of a Wren church

10 Paternoster Square
Plaza 
Temple Bar

Guildhall Yard

St Mary Aldermanbury Garden
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Christ Church Greyfriars
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Bloomberg European HQ
London Mithraeum 

Bloomberg

Iconic and controversial 
post-modern building 

A rare example of Wren 
working in the Gothic style

Wren’s prototype dome for 
St Paul’s Cathedral

A much speculated on 
ancient stone 

Grand & preserved example 
of a Georgian office block

A collaged facade of various 
architectural styles

Hawksmoor’s only City of 
London church

Monolithic granite building 
bridging London Wall

Stone court house with 
imposing classical facade

Grand guild hall showcasing 
historic craftmanship
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Granite forming Sandstone forming Limestone forming

Industrial 
RevolutionScientific Revolution

Small pieces of Kentish Ragstone, from the thin upper layers 
of rock,  were easy to cut and transport along the Thames

Wren introduces Portland Stone, shipped 
from the Isle of Portland in Dorset, by boat

These stones are introduced due to new modes of machinery, that could cut larger sizes of stone. Transport 
systems also radically improved, with the introduction of canals and railways during the Industrial Revolution

Limestone Granite & 
Sandstone

BUILDING

STONE

THE CITY OF

LONDON

FORMATION Explore the diagram...
Visualise the age of the stone (geology) 
and when they were used to build the City 
of London (history) by following the lines 
between the two timelines.
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Extinction of the Dinosaurs
64 Million years ago

First dinosaurs Evolve
245 Million years ago

Cambrian Explosion
541-530 Million years ago for 25 million years

Single-celled organisms evolve
3.5-4 Billion years ago

Earths Crust and atmosphere were developing
The ‘Precambrian’ era accounts for 88% of geological time

Homo Sapiens Evolve
315,000 years ago
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The Great Fire of London
1666

Opening of the 
London Underground
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The Blitz
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Christ Church Greyfriars9

Roman Fort Ruins8

St Mary Aldermanbury Garden7

Guildhall Yard6

Paternoster Square10

Built: 		   
Designed:	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 	     Kent, UK / Isle of Portland, UK	
Surviving the Great Fire, medieval Guildhall,
‘Hindu-Gothic’ entrance, modern Gallery and
Roman Amphitheatre showcase the layers of 
London’s archaeological history through time.

1430 & 1780/AD 136 & 1999/1677/1990s
incl: George Dance / R Gilbert Scott
Limestone (Ragstone & Portland)

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
These remains were once a church by Wren who
used reclaimed medieval stones in its foundations,
and following the Blitz, 7000 of its Portland stones 
were repurposed in the USA.

1969 
City of London Corporation 
Limestone (Ragstone) 
Kent, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
Revealed by WW2 bombing, archaeologists identified 
this ruin as a Roman Fort housing over 1000 soldiers. 
Built with 1 million blocks of Ragstone shipped by 
over 1,750 boats along the Thames.

~AD 110
The Romans
Limestone (Ragstone)
Kent, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
The tower and walls are all that remain of Wren’s
WW2 bomb damaged church. In 1989, its nave was
converted into a garden, and is soon to be 
extended into a new City square.

1687 & 1989 
incl: Wren 
Limestone (Portland & Ragstone)
Isle of Portland & Kent, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
Paternoster Square’s regeneration in the 2000’s
includes stone used structurally at No.10 and the
City’s original ceremonial gate, ‘Temple Bar’ located
here after two moves!

2004 / 1672 / 2003 
incl: Eric Parry Architects / Wren 
Limestone (Portland)
Isle of Portland, UK

Bloomberg & London Mithraeum4

St Mary-le-Bow3

St Paul’s Cathedral2

From the Thames to Eternity Seating Stones1

Bank Junction5

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
Installation of new inclusive seating that reimagines
historic granite stones from the 19th-century River
Thames wall at Victoria Embankment.

2026 
CSK Architects & Oliver Wilton, UCL
Granite
Cornwall & Scotland, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
Built after The Great Fire of London, Wren’s English
Baroque style masterpiece is the only realised
project of his ambitious masterplan for the City of
London!

1675 - 1710
Sir Christopher Wren 
Limestone (Portland) 
Isle of Portland, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
Named after Norman arches, this historically
significant church, was rebuilt by Wren reinstating
its crypt. The magnificent tower houses the famous
Bow Bells.

~1080 / 1670-1680
The Normans / Sir Christopher Wren 
Limestone (Caen / Portland) 
Caen, France / Isle of Portland, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 	 	
Quarry: 	 	
The Roman ruin of The Temple of Mithras, discovered 
in the 1950’s, lies 7m beneath Bloomberg’s new stone
HQ. This layer of archaeology offer visitors an
immersive experience.

~AD 240 / 2016
The Romans / Fosters + Partners 
Limestone (Ragstone)/ Sandstone
Kent & Derbyshire, UK

Built: 		   
Designed: 	  
Stone: 		
Quarry: 		
In a bold display of Power (Lord Mayor’s residence/
Mansion House), and Wealth (Bank of England),
these stone buildings represent over 300 years of
political and financial dominance in the City.

1827/1844/1903/1908/1752/1929
incl: Sir John Soane / George Dance
Limestone (Portland)
Isle of Portland, UK
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